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Lesson Plan #10 
6 Notes on 1st position in Violin & Cello 

 
Teacher’s Name: Mariano Dugatkin                                                                         Date: December 11, 2018 
Unit: First steps on Violin and Cello                                                        Content Area: Instrumental Music 
Lesson 10                               Grade Level: 3th grade 
Topic: 6 notes on 1st position                      Class duration: 50 minutes 
 
CA Content Standards Addressed  
1.0 Artistic Perception – Processing, analyzing, and responding to sensory information through the 
language and skills unique to music. Listen to, analyze, and describe music.  
 

2.1 Sing/play with accuracy in a developmentally appropriate range. 
 

4.1 Select and use specific criteria in making judgments about the quality of a musical performance 
 

ELD Standards Addressed  

A. Collaborative:  1) Exchanging information and ideas. SL.3.1, 6; L.3.1,3,6   
B. Interpretive:    5) Listening actively SL.3.1-3; L.3.3   
 

Objectives:  
● Students will be able to perform pizzicato technique with good posture and holding position on 

their first 6 pitches with 80% accuracy on violin or cello respectivelly.  (Pitches: D,E,F#,G,A, & B on 
D and A strings in 1st position)    

● Students will be able to perform rhythmic patterns using pizzicato technique keeping a steady 
beat with 80% accuracy 
 

Instructional Materials: 
● 1 Violin or Cello per student   
● 1 Violin for the teacher 
● 1 Method Book for violin or cello per student. All for Strings- comprehensive string method- 

book 1- by G. Anderson and R. S. Frost 

● Black/whiteboard with chalk/markers  
 

Agenda:  
1. Review (theory):  

 Name of the strings  

 Name of the notes: D/E/F# on D string 1st position 
 

2. Review (practice): 

 Instruments' holding position  

 Proper left hand's grip  

 Pizzicato technique 

 "Marching Song" (book p.11 e.g. 37) to review D/E/F#/G pitches 
 

3. Teach: 

 Notes A and B on A string 1st position 

 Twinkle-Twinkle (book p.13 e.g.50)   
 

4. Exit Ticket 



Mariano Dugatkin 

2 

 

 

Learning Objectives 
for Academic 

Language 

Students will review and develop academic language including the following terms: 
Pizzicato; parts of the instruments: Scroll, pegs, nut, fingerboard, neck, strings, bridge, 
chin rest, end button, and end pin. 
 

Prerequisite 
Knowledge and Skills 

 How to hold and open their instrument cases 

 Parts of the violin and cello  

 How to hold their instruments properly 

 Fingering their first 4 pitches on their instruments 

Sequence of 
Activities 

Teacher Actions Students Actions 

1-Teacher welcomes students; has already set 
up chairs and music stands in semicircles; the 
agenda is on the board for students to read as 
they enter, and the standards hung on the 
wall. Teacher instructs students to take their 
instruments out of their cases. 
 

3-Reviews the name of the strings for violin 
and cello by asking the student volunteers, 
notating the comments on the board.  
 
 

5- Reviews the fingering for D, E, F#, and G in 
1st position for the violin and cello by asking 
the students. Teacher notates their answers 
on the board.  
 

7-Prompts students to stand up. Teacher 
reviews and demonstrates the routine for 
holding properly the violin. 
 

9-Reviews and demonstrates proper left 
hand's grip. Teacher walks around the room 
making himself available for individual 
questions and provides feedback in regards to 
proper instrument holding and gripping 
position.    
 

11- Teacher demonstrates pizzicato technique 
and directs students to place their right hands 
in a proper pizzicato technique position  
 

13- Teacher plays "Marching Song", (book p.11 
e.g. 37) and then directs students to play it. 
(Teacher models in front of the class; redirects 
and repeats instructions as needed; breaks 
down instruction and provides feedback). 
 

15-Teacher introduces notes A and B by 

 

2-Students enter the classroom calmly 
and orderly. Students place their 
instrument to their side on the floor 
and put their name tags, folders, and 
books on the music stands. Students 
read the agenda written on the board 
and wait for instructions. 

 

4-Volunteers provide the names of the 
strings  
 
 

6-Volunteers provide the fingering for 
D, E, F#, and G notes on their 
instruments.  
 
8-Students engage in the practice. 
Whole class conversation while 
following directions and corrections 
from the teacher. 
 
 
10- Students engage in the activity as 
they practice holding their instruments 
and gripping technique   
 
 
12- Students engage in the activity 
 
 
14- Students play "Marching Song", 
exercise 37, of their books. 
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playing them on the instruments, and notates 
them on the board.  
 

16-Teacher demonstrates the descending 
scale from B to D; repeats it as needed, and 
then directs students to play it. (Teacher 
emphasizes the preparation and attention 
needed when switching strings A to D).    
 

18-Teacher plays the first 2 measures of 
Twinkle-Twinkle Little Star (book p.13 e.g.50) 
and directs students to play it. (Teacher 
informally assesses students and assists 
students who might need scaffold or 
redirection). 
 

20-Teacher plays the measures 3 and 4 of 
Twinkle-Twinkle Little Star and directs 
students to play it. (Teacher models in front of 
the class; walks around the room redirecting 
and assisting students as needed). 
 

22-Teacher plays and then challenges students 
to play the first 8 measure of the song. 
 

24- Teacher demonstrates measures 9 and 10 
of the song  
 

26- Teacher directs students to play measures 
9 to 12 of the song  
 

28-Teacher repeats the beginning of the song 
by playing it on the violin and prompts 
students to play it from the top. (Teacher 

walks around the room and provides support 
as needed).   
  

30-Teacher directs students to repeat the 
entire song a couple more times as needed. 
 

32-Teacher reviews the applied fingering for 
the first 6 notes, and then directs students to 
complete individually a short multiple choice 
quiz 
 

34-Directs students to pack up 
36-Teacher dismisses the class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
17- Students play the descending scale 
from B to D. 
 
 
 
19- Students follow teacher's guidance 
and play the first 2 measures of 
Twinkle-Twinkle 
 
 
 
 
21- Students play measures 3 and 4 of 
the song. 
 
23- Students play first 8 measures of 
the song. 
 
25- Students play measures 9 and 10  
 
27- Students play measures 9 and 12 
 
 
 
 
29-Students play the entire song 
 
 
31-Students play a couple more times 
the song entirely. 
 
33-As a class, students participate in 
the review. Independently, students 
complete the short quiz. 
 

35-Students pack up 
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Differentiated 
Instruction 

-Teacher will provide small group instruction to students in need of extra guidance and 
constant prompting 
 
-Teacher will pair up students that require extra assistance with students that are able to 
help and provide scaffolding to them, motivating students' participation and cooperation 
 
-Aural learners would be addressed by the teacher’s sound modeling, oral explanations, 
and class discussions 
 
-Visual learners would be addressed by the teacher’s and classmates’ demonstrations, 
and the notes/graphics on the board.  
 
-Kinesthetic learners would be addressed by playing the instruments repeatedly 
 
-ELD students will be benefit from class instruction and group interaction  

Evaluation 

-Constant informal assessment 
 
-Formal assessment through Exit Ticket 
 

-Teacher will walk around the classroom, observing, supervising, and providing 
scaffolding to students who might need it   

 

-Teacher will give positive feedback and constructive criticism to the group and on an 
individual basis as needed  
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Name: __________________________  

Date: ___________________________ 

 

Exit Ticket -Violin 

Fingering for D & A Strings in 1
st
 position  

 

Please select the right answer for each question. Make a circle around the correct answer.   

1. Which note do we get when we play open D string? 

1. D 

2. E 

3. F# 

4. G 

 

2. Which note do we get when we put 1 finger down on D string? 

1. D 

2. E 

3. F# 

4. G 

 

3. Which note do we get when we put 2 fingers down on D string? 

1. D 

2. E 

3. F# 

4. G 

 

4. Which note do we get when we put 3 fingers down on D string 

1. D 

2. E 

3. F# 

4. G 

 

5. Which note do we get when we put 1 finger down on A string? 

1. A 

2. B 

3. E 

4. C# 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Rubric:  
Each question is worth 1 point.         Total score:      / 5 

Mr. Dugatkin 
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Name: __________________________  

Date: ___________________________ 

 

Exit Ticket -Cello 

Fingering for D & A Strings in 1
st
 position  

 

Please select the right answer for each question. Make a circle around the correct answer.   

6. Which note do we get when we play open D string? 

5. D 

6. E 

7. F# 

8. G 

 

7. Which note do we get when we put 1 finger down on D string? 

5. D 

6. E 

7. F# 

8. G 

 

8. Which note do we get when we put 2 fingers down on D string? 

5. D 

6. E 

7. F# 

8. G 

 

9. Which note do we get when we put 3 fingers down on D string 

5. D 

6. E 

7. F# 

8. G 

 

10. Which note do we get when we put 1 finger down on A string? 

5. A 

6. B 

7. E 

8. C# 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Rubric:  
Each question is worth 1 point.         Total score:      / 5 

Mr. Dugatkin 


